Coming Soon To A Storm Drain Near You!
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These labels are a reminder to try and keep everything out of storm drains except for rain water.  Some people may not realize that water that enters storm drains is not filtered or treated in any way. Runoff from our roofs and roads enters the storm drains and flows through pipes to the nearest stream, Dogue Creek.  Dogue Creek feeds into Huntley Meadows wetland and makes its way to the Potomac River and eventually, the Chesapeake Bay. 
For his Eagle Scout Project, Jack Bednarek and Troop 680 will be placing these labels on the storm drains in our neighborhood in early June 2012.
Our neighborhood is in the Dogue Creek Watershed.  This means that all the water from our neighborhood and surrounding land drains into Dogue Creek.   

Storm drains are there to keep our streets from flooding during storms, but unfortunately many things end up in the storm drains besides rainwater.   Storm drains are not trash cans.  Non-point source pollution (pollution caused by people) can damage the ecosystems of our creeks and wetlands.  These pollution sources include pet waste, fertilizer, motor oil, pesticides and trash.  When these items are put into the storm drains, they end up in Huntley Meadows and make their way to the Chesapeake Bay. 

WAYS YOU CAN HELP:
· Pick up after your dog.  The #1 cause of E. Coli bacteria in our streams is from dog waste.
· If you fertilize your lawn, do it in the fall.  The nitrogen and phosphorous in fertilizer create low oxygen dead-zones in the Chesapeake Bay every year. 
· If you wash your car, do it on the lawn so that extra soap, oil and car chemicals are absorbed into the grass and don’t end up in the storm drains. 
· Take care when using pesticides and herbicides.  These can disrupt aquatic ecosystems.
· Plant native plants, shrubs and trees; get a rain barrel, or install a rain garden to help 
protect streams. 
· Dispose of household hazardous waste properly and recycle used motor oil at a local service station. 
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This Eagle project has been approved by the Vantage and Deer Run Homeowner’s Associations, Fairfax County, the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District, (NVSWCD) and the Virginia Department of Transportation.  Materials will be provided by (NVSWCD).








Jack Bednarek may be contacted at jfbed96@cox.net or you may contact the NVSWCD at 703-324-1423.


